
and the newness 
of a child receiv-
ing the sacrament 
for the first time.  

My prayer is that 
the experience of 
coming to Mass 
each week in 
preparation is not 
one which is 
simply dropped 

now, and remain a 
memory. I would ask par-
ents and families to contin-
ue to support the children, 
and to enable them to 
come and celebrate Sun-
day, the Lord’s day, each 
week with Mass and Holy 
Communion.  

This week, we will also 
have the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion or first Confessions, so 
please pray for the children 
receiving that Sacrament 
for the first time too. 

Today we are 
pleased to be able 
to celebrate the 
First Holy Com-
munion of the 
children from our 
parishes who have 
been preparing 
for this Sacra-
ment. It has been 
a long journey 
from the Feast of Christ 
the King, when we had the 
presentation of the chil-
dren to the parish. Now 
they are able to receive the 
Lord Jesus in Holy Com-
munion for the first time, 
supported by their fami-
lies. For me, it has been a 
pleasure to meet the par-
ents at the monthly prepa-
ration meeting that we 
have had, as it is to share 
this celebration day. 

I am sure that most of you 
have beautiful memories of 

your First Holy Commun-
ion. As a convert, I re-
ceived my first Commun-
ion rather late, at the age 
of 19, but it was an equally 
beautiful day. The memory 
of our first Holy Commun-
ion, and the delight at this 
new stage in our lives as 
Catholics, should be re-
membered frequently. As 
we receive Holy Commun-
ion regularly, we should 
ask God to help us to re-
member the great gift 
which is given to us, and to 
receive it with the delight 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 Blessed Ralph Milner 

d.1591 
Ralph was a layman from 
Hampshire. He was a fami-
ly man with a wife and 
eight children, and a la-
bourer. He converted to 
the Catholic faith, and on 
the day of his first Holy 
Communion was arrested 
and imprisoned in Win-
chester. In jail his behav-
iour gave him access to 

other prisoners, whom he 
aided to become Catholics. 
He brought priests to the 
prison to administer the 
sacraments. On his release 
he helped priests to cele-
brate Mass in villages, and 
was eventually caught and 
imprisoned again to await 
trial. He refused to turn 
away from the Catholic 
faith and was hanged, 
drawn and quartered.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  

Saturday 1st   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Ellen & George McHugh 

Sunday 2nd                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Joe Bergna 

Thirteenth Sunday    11.00am   Holy Mass  Arthur & Sarah Holmes 

of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 3rd 9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

St Thomas, Apostle  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Tuesday 4th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Elizabeth of Portugal 9.15am    Holy Mass Betty Carry 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Private Intention 

Wednesday 5th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

Feria   12noon  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Thursday 6th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in School) Holy Souls 

St Maria Goretti 6.00pm    Holy Mass Private Intention 

Friday 7th   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria (Votive of the     12.30pm Exposition begins Adoration until 5.45pm 

Precious Blood)    5.45pm Benediction  

First Friday    6.00pm Holy Mass Special Intention (Catherine) 

Saturday 8th 9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

Our Lady   12.30pm  Nuptial Mass Jason Kemsley & Elizabeth Walker 

   2.30pm  Wedding Service Paul Preston & Heather Tatters 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Kath Wakefield 

Sunday 9th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Michael Cullen 

Fourteenth Sunday    11.00am   Holy Mass  Malcolm Bull 

of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available to be seen for any 
enquiry regarding administration of the 
sacraments, or for any other matter, on 
Monday evening at 7pm. Please come 
directly to St Joseph’s Presbytery. 
There is no need to make an appoint-
ment, but you may ring on the day to 
confirm the surgery hour is on. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for: 
English Martyrs: Hannah & Julie 
St John’s: Vincent Mannion; Kath 
Wakefield 
St Joseph’s: Mary Heath 
The lamp burns all week—minimum dona-
tion £5. Please see Fr Julian to arrange. 

Eucharistic Adoration Day 
at St Patrick’s 

This Friday there will be a 
Eucharistic Adoration after-
noon at St Patrick’s Pack-
moor. Adoration begins at 
12.30pm and finishes with 
Benediction at 5.45pm be-
fore the evening Mass. 
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ing to England for his Mercy Tour. 
Reboot! is a fun and inspiring event 
showing the beauty of the Catholic 
Faith and its ability to answer the 
needs of your life today. Reboot! is at 
St Catherine’s Church, Birmingham 
on Monday 17th July from 7pm. Not 
enough interest has been shown for 
the coach, so we’ll be going by mini-
bus. Cost is £10 adults, and £5 stu-
dents. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
A group of parishioners is going to 
the Divine Renovation Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. If 
you would like to join us please see 
Fr Julian.  

RENOVATION 
Alpha Male Our men only Alpha is 
off to a great start. We’re meeting 
once again this Saturday at the Cush-
ion pub on Broadfield Road, Gold-
enhill 10am to 12noon. It’d be great 
to see any new men there!  

English Martyrs’ Alpha There 
will be no Alpha evening at English 
Martyrs’ this Wednesday, as the 
fundraising meal is taking place and 
some people are involved in that. 
However, we will be having our 
third session as usual on Wednesday 
12th July at 7pm, and everyone is 
welcome then. 

Reboot! Chris Stefanick, a Catholic 
lay evangelist from the USA, is com-

Fit for Function—Fit for the 
Future The Archdiocese of Birming-
ham are organising a day of infor-
mation for people involved in parish 
fundraising and finance. Fr Julian and 
Teresa are going to the day, which is 
on Thursday 20th July, from 9.30am 
to 3.30pm at Ss Mary & John’s, Snow 
Hill, Wolverhampton. If you are 
willing to come along please contact 
Fr Julian this week. 

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Ravens-
wood Care Home, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove on Tuesday, 25th July at 
11.00am. It is always . 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 
school age children and sixth for-
mers. There has had to be a change to 
plans, and this pilgrimage will now 
be during the Easter holidays next 
year.  We need to get a good idea of 
who is definitely going so please con-
tact Fr Julian. The next planning 
meeting will be on Sunday 16th July 
at 5pm at St Joseph’s.  

Fundraising for Rome: Chinese 
Meal A Meal has been organised at 
Buffet Fever, Scotia Rd, Tunstall 
(access via Woodland Street & Retail 
Park) on Wednesday 5th July at 7pm. 
Cost is £12.50 per person. For a tick-
et please contact Cathy Hancock on 
07929213849. Sponsored Walk 
We will be having a sponsored walk 
around Knypersley Pool and Country 
Park on Saturday 8th July.  

Open Café Biddulph Churches To-
gether Open Café will take place on 
four Saturdays of July starting on the 
8th. Volunteers are needed to help 
run the Café and bake cakes. If you 
are interested in helping please ring 
Tess Hall on 512626. 

Father Hudson’s Garden Project 
The garden project are in desperate 
need of equipment i.e. forks, rakes 
gloves etc and if anyone has a lawn 
mower in good working order that  
they no longer require. You can con-

St Joseph’s Catholic 
Academy 

Goldenhill 

The Directors of the Newman 
Catholic Collegiate are seeking to 
appoint a new PRINCIPAL for St 
Joseph’s Academy Goldenhill to 
begin in January 2018. Salary 
range is L15 to L21. To request 
an information pack and applica-
tion form, or to arrange a school 
visit, please contact Mrs K Wil-
son on 01782 883004 or email 
kwilson@smwca.org.uk The 
closing date for applications is 
Thursday 13th July (noon), and 
interviews will take place on 19th 
July 2017. 

tact Matt Ford on 07587 034299 and 
he can arrange collection. 

St Patrick’s Garden Party Thanks 
to everyone who defied the early 
morning cloud and cold and turned 
out to help with our annual Garden 
Party, either helping or attending. 
The money raised for the parish will 
be published next week. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£406.00, Non Gift Aid £200.52. 
Total £606.52. Peter’s Pence 
£48.31. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £181.10, Non 
Gift Aid £185.41. Total £366.51.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £192.90, Non 
Gift Aid £131.16. Total £324.06. 
Peter’s Pence £75.98. 
Second Collections: This week   
will be the Peter’s Pence collection 
for the Holy See at St Joseph’s and St 
Patrick’s. Next week there is a col-
lection for the Apostleship of the Sea. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.196 N Hoskins; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.76 M Twomey; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.106 D Latham. Just a Reminder 
that  monthly subs are due this week. 

Fr Eloi’s Collection Some parish-
ioners have said that they missed the 
collection for Fr Eloi two weeks ago. 
If you wish to make a contribution to 
the parish’s collection for Fr Eloi it’s 
not too late. Please hand your contri-
bution to Fr Julian this week. The 
amount of the collection so far is 
£950. 



Entrance Antiphon: All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy. 
Psalm Response: I will sing for ever of your 
love, O Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Open 
our heart, O Lord, to accept the words of 
your Son. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface and Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  When we... 
Communion Antiphon: Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and all within me, his holy name. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 10:37-42   

At Baptism our lives were joined forever to the cross of Christ, as Paul tells 
us in today’s Epistle. Baptized into His death, we’re to renounce sin and 
live for God in Christ Jesus. We are to follow Him, each of us taking up 
our personal cross, as Jesus says in today’s Gospel. That doesn’t mean we 
will all be asked to suffer a martyr’s death. But each of us is called to self-
denial, to the offering of our lives in service of God’s plan. Jesus must be 
elevated to first place in our lives—above even our closest bonds of kinship 
and love. By Baptism, we’ve been made part of a new family—the kingdom 
of God, the Church. We are to proclaim that kingdom with our lives, 
bringing our fathers and mothers, and all men and women to live as “little 
ones” under the fatherhood of God and the kingship of the Holy One� 

The sun was hot and the birds were 
singing as the clergy lined up for the 
entrance procession into the under-
ground church of Our Lady of Mercy 
at Ars last Sunday. The three candi-
dates for Ordination (two to be or-
dained priests and one for the diaco-
nate) included Eloi Benet, who spent 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room supplement is £150. 
Half board basis. Itineraries and 
booking forms are now available 
from the Parish office. 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 733            THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Birmingham Oratory and St 
Chads Cathedral Pilgrimage The 
pilgrimage will be on Saturday 15th 
July 2017 starting with Mass at the 
Oratory at 11.00am, followed by a 
guided tour of the Oratory, venera-
tion of the Relic of Blessed John Hen-
ry Newman, Lunch (bring a packed 
lunch) and then on to the Cathedral. 
Will depart Birmingham at 4.30pm. 
The cost is £10. To book a place 

please contact your APC representa-
tive. 

Rosary Rally The Annual Rosary 
Rally takes place at Mount St Bernard 
Abbey, Leicestershire LE67 5UL on 
Sunday 27th August, commencing 
with Mass at 2pm. There is a break 
for refreshments (bring your own and 
a folding seat is also advisable) fol-
lowed by a Rosary Procession, Expo-
sition and Benediction. 

seven months in our parishes in 2013 
as part of his placement in England. 
The congregation of about 1000 peo-
ple joined in the singing of the en-
trance hymn as about 80 priests pro-
cessed to the sanctuary together with 
Mgr Sylvain Battaille, Bishop of St 
Etienne, who as a priest was the Rec-
tor who first welcomed Eloi to the 
seminary. It was very emotional to 
see the prostration of the ordinands 
before the altar during the singing of 
the Litany, as well as the laying on of 
hands in silence by the Bishop and the 
priests present. I was honoured to be 
asked by Eloi to vest him in the 
priestly vestments which were pre-
sented to him by his little sister 
Marthe. After the concelebration of 
the Mass, we all returned to the sem-
inary for a delicious barbecue and 
buffet when I was able to present Fr 
Eloi with the Papal Blessing, the par-
ish collection and the card we had 

FR ELOI BENET ’S ORDINATION 
signed. Eloi was really overjoyed to 
receive these. Eloi is from a large 
family, and his siblings and cousins 
presented a very humorous leg-
pulling revue and his father spoke 
very movingly of his pride in his son’s 
ordination. Let us pray for many 
years of blessings for Fr Eloi. 


